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Categorize information on a topic to understand similarities and differences 
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Read the following essay about different kinds of language. Then follow the directions below. 

 

 

Language helps us to order our thinking and tell it to others so that it can be understood. 

Languages have some common ways to help us do this. They all have rules for forming 

words. They all have rules for word order. They all have rules for grammar. All languages 
have certain ways of showing that someone is asking a question. They have ways of signaling 

feelings. They have ways of suggesting which ideas are most important. 

 

In spoken languages, these forms are almost all expressed through the use of sounds. People 

use their mouths and voices to make these sounds. Speakers may change the pitches of their 
voices to show they are asking questions. They may speak louder or softer to signal feelings. 

They might change the rhythm of their speech to show which ideas are most important.  

 

People who are deaf cannot hear the sounds that others use to express ideas. They use sign 

languages instead. They “speak” by moving. They signal with their hands and bodies. They 
use vision rather than hearing to receive messages from others.  

 

While they don’t use sounds, sign languages have all the important parts of language. There 

are many sign languages, just as there are many spoken languages. They have rules for 

forming words, for word order, and for grammar. They have ways of signaling things like 
asking a question. In sign languages, all of this is done through moving some part of the 

body. For example, English speakers ask a question by raising the pitch of their voices. 

American Sign Language users do this with their bodies. They raise their eyebrows, widen 

their eyes, and tilt their bodies forward. 
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1. Fill out the following chart. First, name three topics of information in the passage. Put the 

name of each topic in the top box of each column. Then, list the information about each 
topic below the topic name. 
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2. Now, place the information in a Venn diagram, putting the topic names over the correct 

areas: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

3.  Answer the questions below using the data. Use quotations from the text in your answer.  
 

In what ways are sign languages and spoken languages the same? In what ways are they 

different?  

 

 






